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What you need to get started:

● A specific birth, death, or marriage location.

If you don’t know the hometown of your German ancestor, this site will not help 
you find them.

● Map Resource:  https://www.meyersgaz.org

This site is in German.  You will need to have your browser convert it to English.

https://www.meyersgaz.org


Location Search:
You do not need to purchase a pass to Archion before using their Location Search.  

Once you’ve confirmed Archion has church books for your location, you can 
purchase a pass.  

Example:  Katharina Margaretha Wolkensdoerfer born 3 May 1828 in Obernzenn, 
Bavaria, Germany.  

Step 1: Meyers Gazetteer>Ecclesiastical>Find the closest parish

Step 2:  Note the locations of the District Office and the District Court

Step 3:  Archion’s Location Search

https://www.meyersgaz.org/
https://www.archion.de/en/search


If your location doesn’t have a church book:

● Archion says they will have all Bavarian church books online by 2030.
● Sign up for their monthly newsletter to receive a list of books added in the 

past month.
● See what’s been recently added directly on the Archion website: April

https://www.archion.de/en/discover-archion/news/all-news/recently-added


What does an Archion pass get you?





Name:  Katharina Margaretha Wolkensdorfer
First daughter
Father:  Johann Leonhard Wolkensdorfer, a carpenter
Mother:  Anna Barbara Schwarz
Including, birth, baptism, and baptism sponsor







● Download:  50 downloads per month.  
● Bookmark:  Unlimited bookmarks.



Go to Profile>Bookmarks

To view a summary of what books you’ve recently viewed:
Go to Profile>Account overview



Tips for searching the church books:

1. See if the area has an alphabetical catalog of names.
2. Look at the final pages of registers for an alphabetical listing of names within 

that specific book.
3. Search page by page.

Example:  Baiersdorf, Germany

https://www.archion.de/en/alle-archive/bayern/landeskirchliches-archiv-der-evangelisch-lutherischen-kirche-in-bayern/dekanat-erlangen/baiersdorf


Language Resources:

Stem Wedge Genealogy: Occupations, medical terms, etc.

http://www.stemwedegenealogy.com/terminology.htm#C

FamilySearch:  German and Latin Word Lists:

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/German_Genealogical_Word_List

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Latin_Genealogical_Word_List

Kruenitz Online Encyclopedia:  Excellent search box

https://www.kruenitz1.uni-trier.de/

http://www.stemwedegenealogy.com/terminology.htm#C
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/German_Genealogical_Word_List
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Latin_Genealogical_Word_List
https://www.kruenitz1.uni-trier.de/


More Lists (from RootsTech 2025):

● dict.leo.org
● dict.cc
● Crossword function on WordMine.Info

http://wordmine.info


More than birth, marriage, and death:
● Occupations
● Guild membership/marriages made to keep the master certificate
● Implied wealth: type of farm, type of laborer, master vs. journeyman, 

children out of wedlock=not enough money to marry
● Migrations over generations
● Citizenship or lack thereof:  what rights they had in the town
● Mortality rates per generation
● Jewish children born within parish boundaries
● If someone married outside the church:  Catholic, Jewish, civil 

marriage, etc.
● Extra tidbits the priest bothered to write down: murder, suicides, 

scandels, venerated church members, church members who held an 
office, government leaders, soldiers, etc.





Day of death: April 27 1799
[day] of burial: April 29 
Age of the deceased: 61 years 7 months
 Name of the deceased: Jacob Bierau 
Name of the parents: Daniel Bierau 
Again an unfortunate death as a result of a quarrel Bierau had with one of his neighbors named 
Johann Philipp Pausch. The incident was apparently caused by this: A young pig belonging to the 
latter had wandered onto the former's patch of grass next to his house, leading to an argument 
between the two and finally to a brawl in which Pausch inflicted a wound on Bierau's head. It would 
have been good if it had been the end of it, but hatred and anger drove Pausch to seek revenge. 
With this intention [second page] he went with his two sons, Johann Heinrich and Philipp, after 
Bierau outside the village, who had gone into the field for business - they hid behind a hedge on the 
path where he had to pass and then attacked this unfortunate man in a murderous way with their 
murder instruments as soon as he had approached them, knocked him to the ground and left him 
lying half dead. This terrible deed took place on April 27th of this year in the evening between 4 and 
5 hours, where he breathed his last. After he had been examined and dissected, it was found that he 
had received a fatal blow to the head, 5 inches long and 3 inches deep, which had caused 5 cracks 
or fissures in the shell of his brain. The deed itself was done in the first alley close to the place 
where one walks towards Rödgen.



Anna Margaretha Schmidt 1825

Born Jan. 20, 1804, died. February 
26th. 1879 in Baiersdorf, Msr.

How happily a pious man lives,

If he loves and honors them,

Those God has chosen for him!

How happily lives on his hand

The goddess that God sent to him

To support him generously.



Family Search Labs:
https://www.familysearch.org/en/labs/

https://www.familysearch.org/en/labs/



