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CONSTITUTION
PREAMBLE

Believing that Genealogy is fun, mentally stimulating and intellectually rewarding, and that the
bare bones of fact are best covered with the clothing of biography, we, the members of this Society, are
determined to achieve the enjoyable balance of names, dates and places with a more complete
knowledge of the individuals known in our genealogies.

Article I Name
The name of this Society shall be: The Saginaw Genealogical Society, Inc.
Article IT Objectives

The purpose of the Saginaw Genealogical Society is to promote the collection, preservation and
publishing of genealogical, biographical and local historical material relating to American families and
places: to promote the knowledgeable use of the Saginaw Public Library facilities; and to hold
meetings for the instructional pleasure of its members.

Article ITI Basis of Organization

1. The Saginaw Genealogical Society shall be conducted as a non-profit organization with no
divisions of moneys or properties at any time.

2. No shares of stock shall be issued.

3. The operating expenses of the society shall be covered by membership fees, service charges and
donations.

4. Each member in good standing shall have an equal share and interest in the property of the
Society.

5. The private property of the members shall not be subject to payment of any debts or oblications

incurred by the Society.

6. The existence of the Society is to be perpetual.



Article IV Membership

1. Any person interested in 03

genealogy, history or biography, either amateur or professional, may become a member of the

Society.

2. Membership in this Society shall be of three classes: Active, Honorary and Life.

3. Active members shall file with the Society a list of the family lines on which they are able to
furnish data and shall freely exchange this data with other members.

4. Active members have an obligation to hold office, serve om committees, cooperate in every
way possible, and take an active part in the affairs of the Society.

5. All records and date complied by the Society shall be accessible to members for private use
other than for publication.

6. Membership shall be open, by application, to all who are interested in genealogy. Tffective date
of membership shall be the same as date of application.

7. Honorary membership (discontinued)

8. Upon demise of a member, the name shall be retained on the membership list for the balance of

the fiscal year of paid up membership and the family to receive any regualar publication of the
Society for that period of time.

Article V Officers

1.

of

The officers of this Society shall be a President, a Vice-President, a Recording Secretary,
a Corresponding Secretary, a Treasurer, a Historian, and three Directors.

These officers, with the exception of the directors shall be elected by ballot at an Annual
Meeting and continue in office for one year, or until the next subsequent annual election.

One director shall be elected by ballot at the annual meeting each year and shall hold office for
three years or until their successor is elected, with the exception of the intial election, when
three directors, to serve terms of one, two and three years shall be elected.

A majority of votes cast shall be necessary to constitute an election.

No member shall hold the same office for more than two consecutive years, with the exception
persons elected specifically as a Director.

Vacancies in office may be filled by the remaining Board of Directors voting thereon by ballot.



7. The Board of Directors shall be empowered to appoint, as ex-officio members of the Board,
persons of eminent genealogical standing to serve at the pleasure of the Board in an advisory

capacity.
8. The Immediate past President shall serve as a member of the Board of Directors.
Article VI Meetings
1. The regular meeting of June shall be the Annual Meeting.
2. Regular meetings shall be held the Second Monday of each month from September to June

inclusive at the Saginaw Public Library, 505 Janes Avenue, Saginaw, Michigan.

3. Special meetings may be called by the president of any three members. The call for a special
meeting must state the business to be transacted an no other business shall be transacted except
that stated in the call.

Article VII
1. Ten active members of the Society shall constitute a quorum at any regular or Annual Meeting,

but at no time shall a lack of a quorum prevent those present from proceeding with the program
(not business) of the day.

2. Ten active members of the Society shall be necessary for a quorum at a Special Meeing.
Article VIII Amendments
1. This Constitution may be amended at any Annual Meeting by a two-thirds vote of all the avtive

members present and voting, the proposed amendments having been submitted in writing, and
read to the Society or mailed to the members at least four weeks before the Annual Meeting.

2. By-Laws and standing rules may be adopted, amended or repealed at any regular or Annual
Meeting by a two-thirds vote of the active members present and voting.

Article IX Original Membership

The names and addresses of the original members are attached as a list hereto.
(on last page)



BY-LAWS

Article I Dues

1. The annual dues of the active members shall be $7.00 for individuals and 8.50 For joint
husband and wife membership per year, payable on or before the Annual Meeting, upon
payment of which a numbered membership card shall be issued to each member certifying to
the good standing of the member.

2. Any member failing to pay his dies by the third meeting of the year, shall be notified in writing
of his delinquency twice, thereafter, at an interval of one month. If the dues are unpaid at the
end of six months, the member shall be dropped automatically from active membership.

3. Dues for the current fiscal year must accompany all applications for membership.

Article 11 Life Members

Any member of the Society, upon the payment of $100.00 shall be considered an active member of this
Society for the remainder of his or her life, such life members being otherwise subject to the same
conditions and privileges as ordinary members.

Article 111 Duties of Officers

1. The regular term of office of all officers shall commence at the adjournment of the Annual
Meeting at which they are elected.

2. The duties of officers shall be such as are implied by their respective titles, and such as are
specified in these By-laws.

3. The President shall appoint all standing committees, subject to th approval of the Board of
Directors, and be ex-officio a member of the same without the right to vote. In the absence of
the President, the Vice President shall assume all the duties and authorities of that office.

4. The Recording Secretary shall record and preserve all the minutes of all meetings of the Society,
and the board of Directors, preserve all committee reports, and keep an accurate list of all
members of the Society.

5. The Corresponding Secretary shall notify applicants for membership of their election or
rejection, also all officers of their election and committees of their appointment and attend to all
correspondence of the Society.

6. The Treasurer shall receive the funds of the Society and deposit same to the credit of the Society
in a bank designated by the Board of Directors; pay all bills only upon warrants signed by the
President and Recording Secretary; keep an itemized account of all receipts and disbursements;
and present a written report at each meeting of the Society and of the Board of Directors. The
Annual report of the Treasurer shall be submitted at least one week before the Annual Meeting
to an auditor designated by the Society.



7. The Historian shall keep a record o this Society, as regards to growth, history publicity received
and attainment by the various members of any genealogical mention or honors.

8. The Editor shall review and arrange for publication and filings all material submitted by the
Committee of Records and Publications; have charge of the preparation of such material as shall
be filed in the Saginaw Public Library; and be ex-officio member of the Committee of Records
and Publication.

8a. The Editor, as appointed by the Board, shall serve as a member of the Board of Directors.

9. The Assistant Editor shall assist the Editor ad required and act with full authority in the absence

of that officer.

10.  All officers upon retiring from office shall deliver to their successor all moneys, accounts,
records, books, papers or other Properties belonging to the Society except that filed in the
Saginaw Public Library.

11.  The President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and Editor shall make
a written report at the Annual Meeting. The report of the Auditor shall be read at the Annual
Meeting by the Recording Secretary.

Article IV Committees

1. There shall be six standing committees: Membership, Program, Records and Publications,
Research, Press Relations, and Council Delegates.

2. The Committee on Membership shall promote the membership of the Society, and investigate
qualifications of applicants for membership, and report their recommendations to the board of
Directors.

3. The Committee on Program shall prepare and arrange for speakers, and papers, and have
supervision of all entertainment.

4. The Committee on Research shall acquire and compile such data as may be needed and of value
to the Society.

5. The Committee on Records and Publication shall pass on all records or information submitted
for printing and publishing by committees or individual members before passing on such
material to the Editor for arrangement.

6. The Committee of Press Relations shall prepare such articles for the press as will keep the
public informed of the purposes and activities of the Society.

7. The Committee of Council of Delegates shall consist of two delegates and two alternates,

appointed by the President, to the Michigan Genealogical Council, of which the Saginaw
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Genealogical Society Inc., is a member with right of representation. The duties of the delegates
shall be to attend three regularly designated meetings of the Council, representing the Society
within the prescribed Articles of Agreement with the Michigan Genealogical Council.

Article V Board of Directors

1. The Board of Directors shall plan the work of the Society, determine the policies to be adopted
and transact the general business of the Society, subject to the approval of the society. They
shall also fill vacancies in office and act upon all applications for membership, and pass all
disbursements for necessary expense. In addition, they shall appoint an Editor and Assistant

Editor.

2. Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held immediately prior to the Annual
Meeting.

3. Special Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be called at any time by the President or at the

request of any three members of the Board.
Article VI Charge for Data Supplied

1. The Society shall make a charge payable in cash or exchange (records or data) for data supplied
on request of non members; the amount of such charge to be determined at the discretion of the
Committee on Records and Publications.

Article VII Meetings

The regular meetings of the Society shall be held on the second Monday of each month, in the
auditorium at the Public Library, 505 Janes Avenue, Saginaw, Michigan at 7:00 P.M.

Article VIII Fiscal Year
The Fiscal Year shall end 31 May each year.
Article IX Discontinuance

In the event the Society is forced to discontinue activities because of a lack of membership or
finances, the records and properties of the Society shall be given into the keeping of the
Saginaw Public Library there to remain until the Society may be reorganized and become
actively engaged again in the affairs of genealogy. Failing reorganization, in the event of
dissolution, all assets, real and personal, shall be distributed to the Saginaw Public Library, a
501 (c) (3) organization, or to such organizations as are qualified as tax exempt under Section
501 (c) (3) on the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding provisions of a future United
States Internal Revenue Law.

Article X Procedure

Robert’s Rules of order shall be the authority governing the Society.



Article XI Order of Business
The order of business at all meetings of the Society shall be as follows:

Annual

Calling of Roll

Proof of due notices of meeting

Reading of minutes of last Annual Meetings

Annual Reports of Officers and Committees

Election of Officers

Unfinished Business

New Business

Reading and approving of minutes of current meeting
Adjournment
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Regular

Call to Order

Reading of minutes
Communications from the President
Report of Corresponding Secretary
Report of Treasurer

Report of Board of Directors
Report of Standing Committees
Report of Special Committees
Unfinished business

10.  Miscellaneous business

11. Program

12 Adjournment
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Constitutional Amendments:

Incorporation: June 4, 1973

Article V, Item 1, three Directors 5 August 1973
Article V, Officers: September 13, 1976

Article I, Name of Society: September 13, 1976
Article 1V, Items 4,6,7,8: September 13, 1976
Article V, Item 8: September 13, 1976

Article VI, Item1: September 13, 1976

By-Laws Amendments:

Article IX, Discontinuance: October 8, 1973
Article I, Item 1: June 10, 1974

Article III, Item 8a: September 13, 1976
Article IV, Item 1,7: September 13, 1976



FIRST BOARD OF OFFICERS -1971

Mrs. Flora D Jaquish, 712 North Porter Street, Saginaw, Michigan 48602 -President
Mrs. Elsie Kempton, 530 St. Andrews Road, Saginaw, Michigan 48603 -Vice President

Leland R Watrous, 1821 Brockway Street, Saginaw, Michigan 48602 -Recording Secretary
Mrs. Vera C Van Riper, 903 Malzahn Street, Saginaw, Michigan 4860 -Corresponding Secretary
Cloyce S Dean, 304 Reynick Street, Saginaw, Michigan 48602 -Treasurer

Mrs. Ruth F Zorn, 5414 Willowbrook, Drive, Saginaw, Michigan 48603  -Historian



